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If, one day, a people desire to live, then fate will answer their call. And their night will j 
begin to fade, and their chains break and fall. For he who is not embraced by a passion for 
life will dissipate into thin air, At least that is what all creation has told me, and what its 
hidden spirits declare. 
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Change or revolt becomes often inevitable when the reigning system or regime of a country 
fails to provide the minimum level of social and economic needs for decent life for the 
inhabitants in a country. This is more or less what happened with the Arab Spring revolutions. 
They were actually massive revolts or uprisings aimed at bringing about great and widespread 
political changes, with nationals in various Arab countries going down to the streets in protest 
against their own governments. 
In this dissertation I examine the case of two of these revolutions i.e. in Tunisia and Egypt. 
Generally, I look at the foundations, motives, practices and tactics of the individuals who 
participated in the Egyptian and Tunisian revolts. More particularly, this exploration goes for 
discovering the political, economic and social reasons that incited those revolutions. As for 
stating the problem, research questions and bringing hypotheses and proposed answers, the 
dissertation used academically recognized methodology steps and criteria, and arrived at a 
number of conclusions and recommendations. Besides, the exploitation through review, 
discussion, comparison and analysis of scholarly references and available documentation, the 
work also used other means of data collection and analysis. Thus, the information was partly 
acquired by investigating accessible formal writing in addition to some interviews. Thus, I first 
use a structuralist approach, because in this research I want to analyze if we can draw general 
conclusions on the structural causes of the revolutions in Tunisia and Egypt. In my analysis I 
will employ a long range temporal focus, because I believe the political and economic 
contradictions characterizing the Tunisian and Egyptian state before the revolutions have been 
in the making for decades already.  
Furthermore, I used nomothetic method of comparison, as I try to make generalizations also 
applicable to other instances of revolutions. Lastly, I focused on the macro-structural and 
domestic structural level at the cost of the micro-level, as the emphasis lies on the relations 
between classes, classes and the state, and between the state and other states. In analysing the 
causes of revolutions we will depart from Skocpol’s hypothesis that revolutions come about as 
a consequence of structural vulnerabilities on the state-level, accompanied by external 
pressures. These structural vulnerabilities can be traced back to the relation between the 
dominant class and the producing class, and the relation between the dominant class and the 
state, which cause political and economic contradictions on the state-level. In addition, Foran 
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